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Lyon has hosted the French chapter of ISKO twice, first in 1999, dealing with the theme of 

“Indexing in the age of the Internet” then the second time in 2009; at that time, this 7th chapter 

("Collective intelligence and organization of knowledge") had addressed this question around the 

societal aspects of the organization of knowledge in connection with the advent of the so-called 

"social" web. In the continuity of these chapters, the thirteenth ISKO-France conference in Lyon 

aims to open up a space for researchers to reflect on the social dimension in the organization of 

knowledge with regard to the generalization of digital technology within the society, but not 

exclusively. Social epistemology is defined as "an analysis of the social dimension of knowledge" 

(Bouvier & Conein, 2007). Other theorists, such as Margaret Egan (Egan & Shera 1952), consider 

it as the study of the means by which a society comes to an understanding relationship with its 

environment; this epistemic perspective is present in different SHS domains, for example 

ethnosciences for knowledge and popular classifications in the 1950s (Bromberger, 1986) or the 

very relative distance between profane knowledge and scientific knowledge in a more 

contemporary period (Barthélémy 2005). 

 

Indeed, (Dick, 2002) explains that social epistemology has developed both outside and within the 

discipline of Information Science, and  is fundamental to a theory of Information Science and 

libraries. Thus, in order to strengthen the theoretical basis of the discipline, it may be 

interesting/useful to identify a number of streams or thematic areas of interest for social 

epistemology. Shera's perspective is represented by a whole family of approaches, including 

Domain Analysis, postmodern philosophy, paradigm theory, hermeneutics, critical theory, and 

feminist epistemology. The Domain Analysis approach (Hjørland and Albretchen 1995) is one of 

the enlightening examples of social epistemology in the organization of knowledge; it implies that 

the description of the subject of a document must take into account the social use of the 

document. Indeed, according to this approach, the relevance of the subject description must be 

directed by the in-depth knowledge of the domain, the research methods, as well as the needs of 

the target users. 

This approach is also based on the social production of categories and fields of knowledge. It 

brings together a network of researchers around the world such as Hjørland, Albrechtsen, 
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Smiraglia, Tennis, Ritzer, Thellefsen, Guimarães, Martinez-Avila, among others, who question 

the disciplinary organization of knowledge as it has been thought in theories of knowledge. This 

approach constitutes a fundamental contribution to the field of Information and Library Sciences. 

It is more interested in the environment than in the user, and in its effect on individuals, as 

members of distinct cultures, domains and documentary systems. Shera's theoretical approach, 

with the benefit of hindsight - and with further methodology - may prove to be the most fruitful 

theoretical framework for classification theory, knowledge organization and knowledge 

management. Like Conein's (2007) reflection on ICT and social epistemology, for whom it is a 

question of specifying what the word "social" covers: is it collaboration, a pooling of information 

or rather an interactive dimension? Thus the question arises for him of the modes of acquisition 

of knowledge and the way in which the various artifacts (written documents, information system, 

etc.) contribute differently to the exchange of knowledge and its conservation and dissemination. 

 

Although social epistemology must have its own theoretical references, it must be truly 

interdisciplinary in its heavy reliance on many fields: sociology, anthropology, linguistics, 

psychology, mathematics, and information theory, to name a few of the more visible ones. In their 

efforts to construct the theoretical foundations of Information and Library Science studies, 

scholars have drawn on various understandings of social epistemology, social justice and 

epistemic justice (Furner, 2018), and indigenous knowledge organization (Nakashima 1993; 

Grenier, 1998) among others. The description of classification theory attributed to Shera (1951) 

explicitly argues for a pragmatic understanding and against the idea of a "fundamental order of 

nature" and the belief that there is a single, universal, logically divided classification of knowledge. 

Many phenomena are known to us often through the intermediary of others and thus access to 

knowledge passes through a multiplicity of direct and indirect channels mediated or not. Alvin 

Goldman (2021) underlines that historically, individuals have often been encouraged to search 

for knowledge by starting from their own mind and proceeding in a highly individualistic spirit. In 

contrast, he points out that the contemporary period reveals a movement towards social 

epistemology, encouraging individuals to seek knowledge from the knowledge of others. This 

point questions the notions of authority, legitimacy in the production, circulation and validation of 

knowledge with regard to documentary utopias (Rayward 1994). It also invites us to question the 

relationships between imaginaries and technologies (circularity, intersection, overlap, etc.) and 

their influences on the social and more particularly on the evolution of human behaviors and 

activities. 

 

It is therefore important here to integrate questions about epistemic postures in the processes of 

knowledge organization of social epistemology and community constructions via web 2.0 

environment content integration. Indeed, this approach must be revised through the theory of 

representation of textual data applied to this new organization of knowledge compared to the 

classical organizations used in librarianship (Dewey, CDU, BLISS, etc.). Indeed, the fundamental 

problem to be questioned linked to social epistemology is that of the certification of digital contents 

and the credibility of the information given by this so-called "folksonomical" indexing. It is therefore 

a question of exploring this new form of content organization developed on social networks by 

Internet users, for example by library users when qualifying a book. This last point is an important 

tension because the credibility to be granted to knowledge by "tagging" resulting from a social 

approach generates refutable judgments according to logical epistemology (inductive or 

deductive). What are the models of knowledge organization today since the emergence of 

wikipedia, wikimedia? 
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This call for papers will focus on the concepts, paradigms and imaginaries underlying the work on 

the contemporary modalities and conditions of the production, circulation, transmission and 

organization of knowledge. 

The scientific committee invites original contributions on the theme of "social epistemology of the 

organization of knowledge", reviewed and rethought in the light of tday’s digital generalization. 

These proposals will be linked to field studies as well as to broader reflections on the issues of 

production, circulation, transmission and validation of knowledge. They will be able to be inscribed 

in a social perspective with regard to the following axes: 

 

1.Historical and epistemological foundations of knowledge organization 

o Social epistemology in the organization of knowledge 

o Cultural and social approaches to the organization of knowledge 

o Local and global approaches to the organization of knowledge 

o Redefinitions of authority, credibility and legitimacy of knowledge organization 

systems 

o Evolution or stability of knowledge organization paradigms in different societies or 

cultures 

o Influence of culture on the design of knowledge organization tools 

o Renewal of knowledge organization models and massive data (textual, multimedia, 

technical, and multilingual) 

o Reconfiguration of social knowledge organization and information retrieval 

 

2. Processes and dynamics of knowledge organization 

○ Evolution of controlled languages in the era of the so-called semantic web 

○ Knowledge organization systems and devices and their interoperability 

○ Centralized knowledge organization in the face of Web 2.0 social and collaborative 

practices 

 

3.  Induced changes in professional and non-professional practices 

○  Knowledge mediation in formal and informal spaces 

○ Appropriation by social actors of knowledge organization tools (Quid of vernacular 

practices and expert practices) 

○ Dynamics and processes related to experiential knowledge 

○ Collaborative practices of knowledge organization and sharing 

○ Knowledge representation and visualization methods (cartography, drawing, 

diagrams, etc.) 

○ Evaluation of knowledge organization systems 
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Instructions to authors 

○ Document format: word or RTF 

○ Articles can be in French or English 

○  Font: Times 12 

○ Proposal specifications: 1500 words for an extended two-page abstract (first page: 

title, authors, emails, conference theme and second page, abstract and document 

references) 

○  You will be able to submit your communication proposals at the beginning of 

February 2023 on the scienceconf website. You will be informed of the activation 

of the site. 

○ o For any request for information, please contact the scientific comitee members 

of the conference : colloque2023@isko-france.asso.fr 

https://doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1097-4571(199507)46:6%3C400::AID-ASI2%3E3.0.CO;2-Y
https://doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1097-4571(199507)46:6%3C400::AID-ASI2%3E3.0.CO;2-Y
https://doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1097-4571(199507)46:6%3C400::AID-ASI2%3E3.0.CO;2-Y
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Important dates 

Call launch: January 19, 2023 

Deadline for submission of extended abstracts: March 19, 2023 

Notification of acceptance: April 19, 2023 

Deadline for receiving final proposals: June 15, 2023     

Registration period : June 15 to September 25, 2023 (deadline) 
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BECQUET Gaelle, (ISSN International Centre- France 

BOULESNANE sabrina (Université Lyon3 – France) 

BOUZIDI Laïd (Université Lyon3 – France) 
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CHEVRY PEBAYLE Emmanuelle (Université Haute Alsace - France ) 
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